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1. Introduction
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Historical Institutionalism
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2. From ECSC to Energy Union

2.1. Historical development of Energy Union
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Table 1

Year Name of the document Objective of the document

1974 Council Resolution concerning a new energy 
policy strategy for the Community

Call for coordination of energy policies within the 
Community and adoption guidelines for energy 
supply and demand

1996 
(1998)

Directives 96/92/EC (98/30/EC) of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concern-
ing common rules for the internal market in 
electricity (natural gas)

First of three legislative packages designed for 
liberalization and harmonization of EU’s internal 
energy market

2003 Directives 2003/54/EC and 2003/55/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning common rules for the internal 
market in electricity and natural gas

The repeal and revision of 1996 and 1998 direc-
tives, harmonizing the cooperation between MSs

2007 An energy policy for Europe Energy action plan, emphasizing deeper integra-
tion, focusing on security of supply, competitive-
ness and sustainable development

2009 Directives 2009/72/EC and 2009/73/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning common rules for the internal 
market in electricity and natural gas

So-called ‘Third Energy Package‘ amended the 
2003 directives and was aimed on further liberal-
ization of internal electricity and gas market 

2009 Lisbon Treaty Creation of specific legal provision for the energy 
field – platform for the share of competences be-
tween a Member State and EU (TFEU)

2010 2020 Energy Strategy Communication from European Commission 
elaborating on An energy policy for Europe, 
targeting the energy sustainability and efficiency

2011 Energy Roadmap 2050 Response to a request by European Council. The 
post-2020 strategy focused on the EU’s decarbon-
ization objective while ensuring security of energy 
supply and competitiveness

2013 Green Paper A 2030 framework for climate and energy policies, 
a follow-up to 2020 Energy Strategy with specific 
attention to climate and environment

2014 European Energy Security Strategy The document sets out areas and concrete 
actions that need to be implemented in the short 
and longer term to respond to energy security 
concerns

2015 Energy Union Package Introduction of strategy for the Energy Union
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2.2. How much competence to EU institutions?

European Commission
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nance
all Europeans  

Council of the European Union
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3. Intergovernmentalism or differentiated 
integration – what scenario for EU energy policy 
to effective institutionalism?
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4. Conclusion
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